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• Divide the class into groups of 6-8 people.
Imagine your group is the first team to begin the colonisation of Mars. After reading pp. 59-62, agree on the roles that you each will take on as you plan your voyage. You will need a medical officer, a quartermaster to take charge of what supplies you will need, and a horticultural biologist to establish a sustainable food source once you reach the red planet. What other roles and responsibilities will your team need to account for? Over the course of a month, collaborate with your team to record your mission logs from pre-launch preparations, launch, the journey through space, and the first two weeks when you reach Mars.
• Why is there an increasing demand in the world today to develop high-speed transport? (See pp. 69-71). If you could get anywhere in the world within 80 minutes, what possibilities would be available to you? What implications would this have with our current system of national borders, citizenship and immigration laws?
• Why is teleportation such a difficult fiction to bring into reality? Discuss the physics of teleportation outlined on pp. 86-88. There are also metaphysical debates around the possibility of teleportation. As a class, discuss the thought experiment 'The Ship of Theseus' and possible resolutions to this paradox.
• What do you imagine to be possible in the future? Write a short, illustrated essay about what you think life will be like 100 years from now. What new technology and knowledge will govern our lives? How will our lives and society at large have changed as a result?
